THE FIRST WORKS OF ART 


Declarative statements on the first works of art cre- 
ated by the human mind for the seventeenth of April: 
(1) Those persons who are interested in the history 

of art who--having examined the forms of works of art 
that were created by Neolithic peoples and having 
found them to be to a large extent conceptual/theo- 
retically synthetic--declare that the forms of the 
first works of art that were brought into existence 

by the conscious analytical human mind were similarly 
geometrically stylized/nonnaturalistic misunderstand 
among other things (a) the role of art in the life 

of Paleolithic man (b) the monistic/sensualistic 
view of the world of Paleolithic man. (2) It is neither 
more nor less erroneous to declare that those periods 
in the history of the world which are characterized 
by great economic and material prosperity--the Paleo- 
lithic age was not such an age--are ipso facto the 
greatest ages in the history of art than it is to 
declare that there is a direct relationship between 
the personal freedom of he who is interested in and 
capable of bringing into existence an autonomous-aes- 
thetic phenomenon--the personal freedom of Paleolithic 
man certainly was not great--and the quality of the 
works of art created by a given creator of works of 
art. (3) Works of art created in social orders in 
which descent, class, membership of a clan or group 
constitute a higher degree of reality than the par- 
ticular qualities/characteristics of the individual 
and in which abstract rules of conduct and a code of 
behavior are regarded as more important than the 
feelings, thoughts and wishes of the individual--such 
was not the Paleolithic world--are rarely naturalis- 
tic. (4) The works of art that were brought into exis- 
tence by Paleolithic man "perform" as it were with- 
out any notice being taken of the spectator. (5) Any 
discussion of "does art copy life or does life copy 
art" should take into account the fact that Paleo- 
lithic drawings are at the same time in the present tense and the 
future tense/they are wishes and fulfilments of wishes at 

the same time. (6) It is just as erroneous to hypothe- 

size as to the formal qualities/aspects of the first 
works of art that were brought into existence by the 
conscious analytical mind of man on the basis of the 
drawings that are executed by children in the twentieth 
century as it is to hypothesize as to the formal as- 
pects/qualities of the first works of art created by 
the human mind on the basis of the artworks that are 
created by present day primitive peoples who are nonwanderers. 





